Development Threat to Telston Lane

New Barn Farm Buildings

Do you walk your dog, ride a horse, cycle or use the footpaths through this quiet rural lane?   Do you enjoy strolling up the hill to view the lavender in summer?    If so, please help preserve the peace and character of this lovely area which is under threat from a proposal to convert New Barn Farm barns into 5 large luxury dwellings, with parking for 10 vehicles.   If allowed, this will almost double the number of houses in this small hamlet, and significantly increase the volume of traffic along a very narrow lane.

Please help save the rural character of this part of our lovely village by sending your objections to Sevenoaks Council by 12 November.  Write to Mr R Morris, Planning Officer, Sevenoaks District Council Planning Services, PO Box 183, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1GN or email: planning.comments@sevenoaks.gov.uk    

Your letter or message should quote Reference Number SE/06/02440/FUL
Grounds for Objection include:

· This development lies within the Green Belt in a beautiful area designated as a Special Landscape and is not in keeping with its open, rural character.

· Loss of a local amenity – transforming a quiet rural lane, part of the Darent Valley Path and the Pilgrims’ Way footpaths, suitable for walking and riding safely into a road where these activities would become unsafe.  

· Change of character - the density will virtually double the number of houses on the edge of the village where one expects housing to thin out, not increase.  This ‘urbanisation’ would completely alter the character of a rusticbackwater, and is another threat to Otford’s rural quality.

· Bats, a protected species, fly in the area and are likely to roost in the barn over winter.  Their habitat and sustainability would be threatened by this development.  Other wildlife, such as hedgehogs and harvest mice, would lose more of their habitat. 

· Road safety – the narrowest part of the lane has no room for any pavement:  increased traffic will be hazardous for cyclists, riders, walkers and other road users.   The surface of the lane is only 7’ 6” wide and unsuitable for heavy traffic.   The exit onto Hale Lane junction will become more dangerous, as will the blind junction onto Pilgrims Way. 

Please write today to object

Sevenoaks District Council Planning Services, 

FAO: Mr R Morris, Planning Officer, 

PO Box 183, Argyle Road, 

Sevenoaks 

Kent TN13 1GN 

Reference Number SE/06/02440/FUL
Dear Mr Morris

I wish to make an objection to the proposed development of the barns in Telston Lane, Otford.    This is very much a rural village which seems to be under constant threat from developments that are inappropriate in scale and location.  

Telston Lane is on the edge of our village, and is a very quiet, narrow lane through open countryside and lavender fields.  It contains about a dozen houses, well spaced out, so that it is peaceful and has the genuine feel of a rural lane.  As such, it is ideal for walking dogs or for children cycling, and is a much-used local amenity for many in the community.   It is also popular with horse riders because there is little traffic, just the cars belonging to the residents.   Adding another five big houses with at least two vehicles each will greatly  increase traffic using this single track lane, and make less safe for walkers, cyclists and riders.   

The open character of this part of our village will be spoiled by this proposed development, as a denser, suburban style will replace the current rural feel.   

I hope that the Council will not permit this development which would spoil a beautiful area within the Green Belt. 

Yours sincerely
