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Otford Parish Council   
February Newsletter 2011

No 198  
See otford.info/parishcouncil for Village Helplines Directory

Kent and South & South East England 
Village of the Year 2002
Clerk: Ms. B. Hambrook

The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 5PG
Telephone/answerphone: 01959 524808 Fax: 01959 525298

Office hours 8.30 to 12.30 Mon to Fri
otfordpc@btinternet.com

Parish Council 
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are 
available in the library, and all minutes, agendas and newsletters can be 
obtained via the web (also available in the library). Copies of the Helplines 
Directory can be printed off for residents if required. They can all be read 
via http://www.otford.info/parishcouncil. The next meeting will be on 
Monday 14th February at 7.30pm in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

Bad Weather Volunteer list
If you would be able to put your name on a list of people who could be called 
upon to help the Parish Council to clear essential places / roads /paths during 
extremely bad snow/ice or could do essential shopping runs for vulnerable 
residents please could you give your contact details to the Parish Council 
office.

Parish Chairman News
Christmas Tree on The Green
Unfortunately our Christmas tree on the village green could not be lit last 
year due to the electricians finding that some of the wiring was 
unsatisfactory. It will be renewed and back in working order for this year.
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Telston Park
In recent years this has become very overgrown, and during this winter it is 
being extensively cleared of undergrowth and some self grown trees by a 
local contractor and the North West Kent Countryside Partnership 
Volunteers. The area was at one time a garden and for those who recognise 
species and varieties of trees it is an interesting area that Otford is lucky to 
have.

Twinning
Save the date - Sunday 12 June 2011

There will be a coach travelling from Otford to Neufchatel-Hardelot, in 
Northern France, between Boulogne and Le Touquet. The trip is suitable for 
all ages and all interests - a day at the seaside on a lovely long sandy beach 
and other activities. A knowledge of French is not essential. Please contact 
the Parish Office to book your seats NOW. More details next month.

Seeking the Community’s Advice
Hale Lane Recreation Ground

One major project that has gained fresh emphasis from our Parish Plan is the 
wish to make Hale Lane Recreation Ground a more friendly place to visit and 
to use; as one respondent wrote: “ – somewhere where the kids have a proper 
playground and we can meet our friends, sit and talk.” 
A Parish Council team working with members of the Parish Plan group, will be 
carrying out surveys in February/March to establish what elements of a 
proposed  ‘Make-Over’ would be most welcomed by Otford residents.
Already the Parish Council are raising funds to undertake extensive tree 
planting on the site. This is intended to be supplemented in the autumn with 
communal bulb planting and the introduction of rural seats in the area.
We are also particularly happy to welcome the youth section of Otford 
United who intend using the Hale Lane recreation ground as a base. Regular 
Saturday training sessions and matches will be a welcome and important 
feature on the Hale Lane recreation ground.
Subject to the results of the survey, it is the intention of the Parish Plan 
team to also help raise the funding to install a modern Toddlers’ playground 
on this site.  In due course, there will be a tented drop-in event at the Hale 
Lane recreation ground to then gain residents’ views on what style of 
playground equipment they would prefer.
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Finally, the Parish Plan responses indicated a wish to have a local Community 
Centre in the area which could be used for social events and a local creche. 
The door-step survey will seek to measure support for such a major project. 
This is all part of a big community effort to get things done for our 
community, and we will need everyone’s support to carry it out. 

Otford & District Wine Club
The February Otford & District Wine Club Meeting will be a film show in the 
Otford Memorial Hall on Wednesday 23 February at 8pm. The evening will 
consist of several interesting short films from various sources and will 
include a free ice cream in the interval. Free for members, £3 for guests.
Please contact the Secretary Olive Cherry on 01732 458240 for further 
information.

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and 
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and 
12 noon.  Paul can always be contacted on 07813 713366. 

The Reg Stapley Memorial Award Certificate
Awarded by the North Kent Crime Prevention Panel in January to Sue 
Stephenson our Assistant Clerk in recognition of outstanding efforts in the 
field of Crime Prevention. Sue plays an invaluable role in dealing with 
enquiries by parishioners and liaising with Paul, our Community Warden and 
Jane our PCSO. Sue is also not afraid of getting her hands dirty and is an 
expert at cleaning up graffiti!

Police Matters
The Sevenoaks district is a safe place to live 
and recent figures published on our website 
show a decrease in burglary of nearly 5%

However, your neighbourhood team has noticed that where you live there has 
been a small increase in shed burglaries in the area of Otford & Shoreham. 
We have stepped up our patrols at the times this is most likely to happen and 



4

we would like to advise you on some steps you can take to reduce the risk of 
your shed or garage being burgled.

 Put all property away after use and lock the shed or garage, use the 
best possible lock you can afford

 Shed alarms can be fitted quite cheaply and hanging curtains or nets 
at windows prevents the thief from viewing your property.

 Do you have a clear line of sight to your shed or garage? If not, can 
trimming bushes and trees rectify this?

 Up and over garage doors can be made more secure by fitting a 
padlock with a hasp and staple to both sides

 If your garage is attached to the main building ensure that 
connecting doors are locked and as secure as external doors.

 Security mark your property with your house number and post code. 
Details of specific makes, models and serial numbers should be 
recorded and stored safely. For larger and more distinctive items it 
is also useful to take photographs to keep with the other details also 
mentioned

 All ladders should be locked inside sheds or garages so thieve do not 
use them to gain access to the rest of the house. If this is not 
possible, then they to chain them up.

 Expensive mowers and bicycles should be secured to a fixed object or 
the floor to make them more difficult to move.

Please don’t forget about home security as well. Remember to keep doors and 
windows locked and don’t leave keys in the lock or on show nearby. If you are 
out, when it’s dark or away for a few days use a time switch to turn lights on 
at pre-set times. Finally, never let unexpected callers in not matter what 
excuse they give.
If you would like more advice on how to make these measures work for you or 
to find out about security marking, shed locks and alarms please contact your 
officers shown below.
Contact our neighbourhood Police Officer PC Brian Smith on 07972 004450 
or PCSO Wright on 07772 226036. To report a crime please call 01622 
690690. The next Community engagement will take place as shown below:-

 Thursday 10th February 2011 3pm-4pm Post Office, Otford



5

Otford & District Historical Society
The Otford & District Historical Society will be holding 
its next meeting on Wednesday February 16th at 8pm 
in Otford Village Memorial Hall. The planned talk on Karl 
Marx is postponed until the next winter programme and 
instead Mrs Rosemary Sassoon will be talking on  

‘Preserving History through written memorabilia’ and she would like people to 
bring along any of their own written records such as diaries and letters for 
discussion. The Annual Membership is now £6 and £2 for visitors. 

Otford Players
Otford Players next production is ‘Nobody’s Fool’, a comedy 
by Simon Williams. Performances are on 10th, 11th and
12th March, at 8.00 pm. The last three productions have 
sold out very quickly, so don’t delay, reserve your seats now 
for this very funny play, which is full of brilliant one liners. 

Tickets are £8 and are on sale now from the box office on 01959 525404.

Diabetes UK – Open Evening
Tunbridge Wells & Districts Branch of Diabetes UK, which covers Sevenoaks 
District, Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge, are holding a public open evening on 
Tuesday 5th April at 7.30pm at the Riverside Lounge, Angel Centre, 
Tonbridge.
Anyone who has an interest in diabetes is welcome, free entry and 
refreshments available.  Dr Iain Frame, guest speaker from Diabetes UK 
Director of Research, will talk about Diabetes UK funded research projects.   
The evening will also be the Annual General Meeting of this local Branch.

Sevenoaks Embroiderers Guild
The next meeting will take place in the Otford Village Memorial Hall on 
Saturday 26th February when there will be an all day workshop on ‘French 
hand sewing Techniques by machine’ with Pauline Palmer. Morning sessions 
begin at 10am and afternoons at 2pm. More information can be obtained from 
Sylvia Grafton on 01732 452117
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The Quilling Guild – Otford Branch
The next meeting will be on Saturday 12th March in Otford Village Memorial 
Hall between 1.30pm and 4.30pm with Pam Cass.

Knole Decorative and Fine Arts Society
Knole Decorative and Fine Arts Society meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at the Sevenoaks Community Centre, Bat & Ball.  The lectures start 
promptly at 1.45 pm and finish by 3 pm.  Anyone interested in attending a 
lecture or joining the Society, please contact Alison Davis on 01732 780453 
or email knoledfas@gmail.com
The next meeting will take place on 17th February when Anthony Kelly will be 
talking about ‘The Land of Lost Content: Recording Britain in Watercolours 
1939 – 1945’ As a counterpoint to January’s lecture on Art and the Great 
War, Anthony Kelly will consider works of art depicting not warfare but the 
essence of English land and life menaced by the destruction of war. The 
paintings discussed will show local countryside, towns and customs and 
express deeply-rooted pictorial and poetic traditions all in danger of being 
swept away by economic and social change. 

A Grand Day Out
The Brandywine Music Big Charity Event

Saturday 12th February from 12 noon – 8pm at The Stag

All profits from the event will be donated to Hospices of 
Hope, Help for Heroes and to The Stag Community Arts 
Centre.
FREE LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY

 12.15pm – The Diary’s - Sevenoaks indie rock band
 12.45pm – Ty and Ayesha Watling –Americana Country & Folk Rock
 1.30pm – Geoff Everett Band –Rock ‘n’ Blues
 2.00pm – No Worries – Traditional – and contemporary Folk
 2.45pm – The Outcast Band – Folk - rock
 3.15pm – Skinners Rats - Folk
 4.00pm – Black Water – Young rock group
 4.30pm – Hot Rats – Performing for 20yrs -a great act
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 7.00pm – Ty and Ayesha Watling - Americana Country & Folk Rock

And The Grand Finale: An Evening of Fun with 
THE BLOCKHEADS

Tickets cost £18.50 from Box Office 01732 450175
Also

 Beer Festival from 12noon till 8pm with live acoustic music 
throughout the day

 Wine Tasting in the Plaza Suite from 1pm till 6pm
 Morris Dancing at various locations in the town from 11am till 4.45pm
 Folk Singaround in Chequers Public House throughout the day

February’s Eco Tips from the Otford Green Team
A lot of energy can be saved when cooking your food, for example;

 Use the right size pan for the job and the right size hob ring for 
the pan.

 Cutting food into small pieces often speeds up the cooking time.
 Cook enough food for two days i.e. casserole, but make sure that 

warm foods cool right down before placing them in the fridge
 Try not to fill your kettle to the top when boiling for say just one 

or two teas or coffee.
 De-frost food overnight in the fridge rather than defrosting in 

the microwave.
 Make sure that air can circulate around the back of you fridge or 

freezer.

Otford Oast WI
The meetings take place on the 3rd Thursday of each month starting at 
9.30am in Otford Village Memorial Hall. There is a crèche and the first visit 
is free. Do join them. The next meeting will be on 17th February when they 
will be having a Nearly New Spring Sale from 10.15am to 12.00noon. Visitors 
very welcome £1 entry which includes Tea/Coffee and homemade cake. For 
more information please contact the Secretary Jane Dean on 01732 460512
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Otford Afternoon WI
Meetings are held in the Otford Village Hall at 2pm on the 2nd Tuesday each 
month. 
The next meeting on 8th February will include Gerry Harris talking about  
‘New England in the Fall’  Then on 1st March they will be holding their 
Birthday meeting with lunch at the Woodman and ‘Name that Tune’.
Visitors are very welcome, and further details can be found on the Otford 
Village web site at www.otford.info with the link to the WI or call Joyce 
Shaw on 01959 522736

Otford Evening WI
We enjoyed hearing Antonia Gallop tell us about life as a lady carriage driver 
at our January meeting where she showed off the formal habit and showed 
us each item of clothing and its purpose. The next meetings are:-
10th February – ‘Colour Imaging’  - speaker Bridget Kelsey
10th March   -   ‘Fun with Maths’   - speaker Norman Evans
14th April  - ‘Our Birthday meeting’
12th May  -   ‘Resolutions and Annual meeting when we elect a new 
committee and President’
All meetings take place on 2nd Thursday of each month in Otford Village Hall. 
Visitors are always very welcome. For more information please call Eve 
Wiltshire on 01959 524887 or Joan Beacom on 01959 524304. 

WEA Day School
‘Rehearsing Robert Bolt: A Man for All Seasons?’ is the title of a WEA day 
school on Saturday 5th March from 10.30am to 3.30pm at the Adult 
Education Centre in Tonbridge. This will concentrate on Bolt’s presentation of 
Sir Thomas More by exploring ways of acting out some scenes from his play 
and by assessing a range of dramatic, critical and other material about More. 
The cost will be £26. For further information or to book a place, please 
contact either David Matthews, who will tutor the day on 01732 462485 or 
Anna Avery on 01732 365586.
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Reflexology, Massage and Reiki Healing
Why don’t you take the opportunity to treat yourself to some relaxation 

time? These treatments are all given in a peaceful environment and the client 
remains fully clothed throughout. The treatments offer holistic benefits 
working on the whole body system to allow for total relaxation and re-balance 
of the body’s natural energy levels for a wonderful sense of wellbeing.
Especially effective for all stress related illnesses, sleep disorders, 
menopause, post -traumatic stress, fatigue, sleep disorders and much more.
For a consultation or an appointment please call Elaine Flaherty on 07920 
843453 or email Elaine.flaherty@hotmail.com. Mention this newsletter for 
your £5.00 discount introductory offer.

Aikido in Otford 
Now that Spring is almost upon us why not decide to 
improve both your physical and mental well-being and 
learn a non-aggressive, defensive martial art. Aikido is 
based on the use of circular movements which turn the 
aggressor’s force against itself. It exercises the whole 

body, it teaches and develops flexibility, co-ordination, balance and quick 
reactions and is an effective method of practical self defence.
The coaching is conducted in a friendly environment and beginners are 
individually taught the basics of Aikido before being absorbed into the main 
class. All the instructors are qualified and insured through the British Aikido 
Association and between them have many years experience of Aikido and 
associated martial arts. If you are 16 or over (no upper age limit) male or 
female and would like to know more about the club and Aikido, why not pay 
them a visit either on a Tuesday 8pm – 10pm or on a Sunday 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
at the Scout Hut, Station Road, Otford or ring 01959 522011. THEY LOOK 
FORWARD TO SEEING YOU.

No Cycling
There is NO cycling allowed on FP 48 which runs from Station 
Road (next to Gullivers) past the Scout Hut and out to Tudor 
Drive. Complaints about cyclists on this section have been
received from pedestrians. FP49 from Tudor Drive to Kemsing 
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is a bridleway so cycling is permitted on that stretch but care should always 
be taken.

Illumination and Enlightenment
On Saturday 5th March our local Cycling Touring Club (West Kent CTC) yet 
again hold their Annual Photographic Exhibition in the Methodist Church Hall. 
A judge and an illuminating speaker-of-note, will keep you, no doubt, riveted
to your seat!. There will be lots of colour print entries of various sizes and 
subjects’ decorating the display stands, for your perusal. See if you agree 
with the judge’s choice of winners. Viewing is from 5.30pm until approx 11pm. 
The cost is £5 for the evening and there will be ample refreshments. 
PLEASE GO ALONG

The West Kent CTC has taken note of reports of cycling on Footpath 48 and 
efforts are being made via information sources to make sure that cyclists
dismount on that section and walk. Further, on the other side of Tudor Drive 
is a bridleway and cycling is allowed however due courtesy is asked to be 
given at all times.

British Society of Dowsers – Kent Branch
In January the Society were visiting in Palace Field. They have various 
meetings and field trips all year. Beginners are very welcome. Find out more 
about dowsing at www.britishdowsers.org and for further information 
contact Rob MacManaway on 01732 851520 or Cathy Wagstaff on 07919 
457815

Dog Fouling
This is still a big problem, which should NOT be a problem at 
all on the pavements the village, also on the Recreation 
Ground especially around the new pavilion and on the main 
football pitch. There are plenty of bins available PLEASE 
USE THEM  and DO NOT throw the bags into the hedgerow. 

It is very anti social and potentially health threatening not to pick up after 
your dog. If you don’t you risk having to pay a fine of up to a maximum of 
£1,000 or a fixed penalty of £25. Currently we are having a specific problem 
on the Village Green and paths on it. The Dog Warden and our Community 
Warden are on the lookout and offenders will be fined.
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Picture of the Month
This month’s picture of Owls is by Betty Cooper. Betty is the organiser of 
the Otford Art Group which meets every Tuesday with like minded people 
who just want to enjoy painting as a hobby and a pastime Please contact 
Doug Dickerson on 01959 524183 if you would be interested in displaying 
your work in the Heritage Centre.

Hospices of Hope
There is now an unwanted goods donation drop off point inside the 
Otford Tea Rooms & Gift Shop, 11a High Street, Otford which is 
open Monday – Friday 10am – 4.30pm and Saturday 10am –
5.00pm. 

The well stocked second hand bookshop contains good quality paperbacks and 
hardbacks, children’s corner and themed displays.
PAPERBACK BOOKS ARE CURRENTLY REQUIRED PLEASE and also they are 
looking for any volunteers to help sort the display items especially on a 
Saturday.

Next Event – Saturday 19th February at 7.30pm at Christchurch, High 
Street, Tunbridge Wells – ‘When the Stars are Brightly Shining’ – an evening 
of music with Elianne Pretorian, performing famous operatic arias and Cole 
Porter and Leonard Bernstein songs and Roger Barber, former Opera & 
orperetta Covent Garden tenor, singing songs associated with Mario Lanza 
and Richard Tauber. Carol Anne Wells on piano will perform music from 
movies and musicals.
Standard Ticket £10 or VIP ticket £13 which includes interval refreshments.
To book contact 01959 525110 or wendy@hospicesofhope.co.uk

Citizens Advice Bureau Surgery
The next CAB Surgery will take place at School House on Tuesday 1st March
between 10am and 12 noon. No appointment necessary. To contact them at 
Sevenoaks please call 01732 454443.
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Hospice in The Weald
Challenge yourself in 2011

 May – South Downs Trekathon
 May or September – Sky Dive
 June, July or August – London to 

Paris Bike Ride
 September – sailing challenge

Call Phillipa for details 01892  820527

Planning
The following applications are considered by the Parish 
Council in February. For more information, please contact the 
Parish Clerk or the Head of Development Services, Sevenoaks 
District Council, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, Kent on 01732 
227000
a.New applications

SE/10/02806 93 Willow Park
Single storey extension to outbuilding in rear garden, for use as a craft room
b. Results received
SE/10/03117 18  The Butts
Loft conversion with Velux rooflights, and balcony to rear elevation

Allowed

Happy Valentines Day
Please remember don’t take that trip to Bluewater but get that special 
present for your loved one from our lovely individual village shops or dine out 
in our restaurant or pubs. Please support your local shops.


