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Parish Council 
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are 
available in the library, and all minutes, agendas and newsletters can be 
obtained via the web (also available in the library). Copies of the Helplines 
Directory can be printed off for residents if required. They can all be read 
via http://www.otford.info/parishcouncil. The next meeting will be on 
Monday 14th March at 7.30pm in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

Otford Village Fete
This year’s fete will be held on Bank Holiday 
Monday 30th May and we have chosen “Circus” to be 
the theme.
There will be a procession, which will leave Hale 
Lane at 11.00am, arriving at the Recreation Ground 
around 11.45am. Gates will officially open at 12noon 

and, as in previous years, entry will be just £1.00 per person (under 14s go 
free).  If you would like to enter a float in the procession please email:  
jackycot@hotmail.co.uk
We are lucky in having Elands Veterinary Clinic run our Dog Show again this 
year. Always a very popular event, anyone wishing to enter should register at 
their stand at 12noon. The cost will be £2.50 per dog/bitch for each class. A 
full schedule of categories will appear on our website in early May. 



We will have live music throughout the afternoon as well as numerous stalls, 
rides and attractions. A copy of the programme will be made available on our 
website a week prior to the fete.
There will be a selection of different food outlets including a BBQ organised 
by Otford Scouts. Afternoon tea will be served in the village hall. 
www.otford.info/villagefete

Cleaner required for Otford Village Memorial Hall
Lesley, who has been doing the cleaning job for 10 years, has 
now taken over the bookings for the Hall and we need a new 

cleaner.
We need someone who can come in for one hour before 8.30, 
Monday to Friday mornings but we can also offer extra hours 
that can be fitted in at your convenience to a maximum of eight 
hours per week. We would appreciate a degree of flexibility so 

that if, for example there has been a large event you can come and help to 
get the Hall back to the expected standard.
We pay £10.00 per hour. Start date would be early March.
If you are interested and would like to talk further please call Ron, the Hall 
Manager, on either 01959 525181 or 07887 780576.

Indoor Boot Fair
There will be an Indoor Boot Fair on Saturday 2nd April in 
Otford Village Memorial Hall between 9am and 1pm. Entrance 
50p for adults, children free. Refreshments will be available. 
To book your table at £8.50 please contact Donna on 01959 
522236. 

Otford Gardeners’ Society
The Spring Show is the first show of the year and the 
displays will include spring bulbs and flowers, floral 
arrangements, preserves and cookery and photographic 
classes. There are also junior classes and the launch of 

the Junior Challenge for 2011 which this year is a pot of Calendulas. The 
show takes place on Saturday 26th March in the Otford Village Memorial
Hall and opens to the public at 2.15pm. Admission is 50p, under 16’s admitted 



free. Teas will be served until 4pm and there will be a sales table open all 
afternoon.

Twinning
Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in the 
coach trip to Hardelot on Sunday 12th June 2011 and a 
reminder to others to save the date and contact the Parish 
Office. If you would be interested in meeting some 

golfers from Hardelot, who would speak English or French, for a cup of 
tea/coffee on Monday 21 March at 10am before, or at 4.30pm after, their 
round of golf, please contact the Parish Office.

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and 
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and 
12 noon.  Paul can always be contacted on 07813 713366. 

Police Matters
There is a FREE property marking service www.immobilise.com. 
Thousands of items of property are lost or stolen each year in the UK. The 
Immobilise National Property Register already holds the details of 20 million 
items of property. Add yours now to protect your property and to help the 
police stop property crime. The service is free of charge and only takes a 
minute to register your items. 
Crime statistics and other useful information on your community can be found 
at the Kent Police website on www.kent.police.uk

Safer Plate Day
Kent Police will be at Otford Village Car Park on Saturday 12th March
between 10am and 2pm with the Safer Plate Scheme – where they will be 
replacing screws on number plates for tamper proof ones FREE.

Police Contact Details
To contact our neighbourhood Police Officer Brian Smith please call 07972
004450 or PCSO Wright on 07772 226036. To report a crime please call 
01622 690690. The next community engagement will be on Thursday 17th

March between 12noon to 1pm in the Willow Tea Rooms. 



Sainsburys/ Tesco’s Vouchers
Otford’s Rainbows, Brownies and Guides are collecting 
Sainsburys Active Kid vouchers and Tesco vouchers for 
clubs and schools again this year.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for us to acquire extra equipment and 
experiences that we may not usually be able to provide 

at no extra cost to the units.  
We have been very well supported by villagers in the past and we would be 
grateful for your help again in saving vouchers for us.  There is no limit to 
how many we can collect, so please spread the word to everyone.  Vouchers 
can be dropped into our collecting boxes located in the Parish Office during 
normal opening hours. Thank you.
All three units in the village are thriving and have long waiting-to-join lists.  
As a result we are always looking for new adult leaders or unit helpers. If you 
are female, aged 18-65 and could help we would love to hear from you.  Please 
contact Jane Woodrow-Clark on 01959 523342.

Women’s Breakfast
This is taking place on Saturday 9th April at 8.30am at the Otford 
Methodist Church Hall. The speaker Celia Bowring will talk about ‘Family 
Matters’ The Cost is £4. Contact Margaret Matthews 01959 522046 or Sue 
Wood 01689 869081 to book a place. 

World Day of Prayer Service
The World Day of Prayer Service for 2011, prepared by the ladies from 
Chile, is to be held on Friday 4th March at 2.00pm at St Bartholomew’s 
Church. The theme of the Service is ‘How many loaves have you?’ The speaker 
will be Father Behruz from our own Roman Catholic Church. The Service will 
be followed by refreshments in the Church Centre. Everyone is welcomed to 
this ecumenical event.

Otford Library – Talk Time
Talk Time Group at Otford Library every Monday morning between 11.30-
12.30pm. Go along and join this new weekly group where you can make friends 
and share activities. For more details please call 012959 522488



Otford & District Historical Society
The Otford & District Historical Society will be holding its next meeting on 
Wednesday 16th March at 8pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall when Monty 
Parkin will be telling a remarkable War Story – ‘Surviving by Magic’. The 
Annual Membership is now £6 and visitors pay £2 per meeting. 

Otford Players
Otford Players next production is ‘Nobody’s Fool’, a comedy 
by Simon Williams. Performances are on 10th, 11th and
12th March, at 8.00 pm. The last three productions have 
sold out very quickly, so don’t delay, reserve your seats now 
for this very funny play, which is full of brilliant one liners. 

Tickets are £8 and are on sale now from the box office on 01959 525404.

Darent Valley Choir
The Darent Valley Choir’s Spring Concert will take place at St 
Martin’s Church, Brasted on Saturday  16th April  at 7.30pm. 
Music will include Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas, Bruckner Motets 
and Fauré’s Cantique de Jen Racine. Please go along and share 

this lovely music

Sevenoaks Embroiderers Guild
The next meeting will take place in the Otford Village Memorial Hall on 
Saturday 26th March when in the afternoon there will be a talk by Helen 
Deighan on ‘My Dyeing Story’. Morning sessions begin at 10am and afternoons 
at 2pm. More information can be obtained from Sylvia Grafton on 01732 
452117

The Quilling Guild – Otford Branch
The next meeting will be on Saturday 12th March in Otford Village Memorial 
Hall between 1.30pm and 4.30pm with Pam Cass.

Knole Decorative and Fine Arts Society
Knole Decorative and Fine Arts Society meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at the Sevenoaks Community Centre, Bat & Ball.  The lectures start 
promptly at 1.45 pm and finish by 3 pm.  Anyone interested in attending a 



lecture or joining the Society, please contact Alison Davis on 01732 780453 
or email knoledfas@gmail.com
The next meeting will take place on 17th March when Eveline Eaton will talk 
about ‘Henry Moore – England’s Greatest Sculptor’. She will explain the 
reasons for Moore’s ‘infamous holes’ and set his sculpture into the context of 
his time. Eveline will also explaining how the British Museum and Picasso 
provided Moore’s early inspiration for both his drawings and his sculpture, 
before Moore arrived at his own distinctive style with his key theme of the
human figure.

Otford Oast WI
The meetings take place on the 3rd Thursday of each month starting at 
9.30am in Otford Village Memorial Hall. There is a crèche and the first visit 
is free. Do join them. The next meeting will be on 17th March when they will 
be having a talk from an ex detective on ‘DNA fingerprint Analysing. For 
more information please contact the Secretary Jane Dean on 01732 460512

Otford Afternoon WI
Meetings are held in the Otford Village Hall at 2pm on the 2nd Tuesday each 
month. The next meeting on 12th April will have a talk about ‘English Country 
Cheeses’
Visitors are very welcome, and further details can be found on the Otford 
Village web site at www.otford.info with the link to the WI or call Joyce 
Shaw on 01959 522736

Otford Evening WI
Our speaker in February was Bridget Kelsey whose subject "Colour Imaging" 
showed us how to build a basic wardrobe to suit us individually and which 
could be co-ordinated into many different outfits.  We said goodbye to 
Audrey Hatch who is shortly moving to Lincolnshire. Audrey is a past 
institute secretary and always willing to stand in again at a moment's notice 
when needed and we will miss her at our meetings. Our next meeting is on 
10th March in the Club Room at 7.30pm and Norman Evans will be our 
speaker showing us that you can have "Fun with Maths" Visitors are made 
very welcome.
All meetings take place on 2nd Thursday of each month in Otford Village Hall. 



Visitors are always very welcome. For more information please call Eve 
Wiltshire on 01959 524887 or Joan Beacom on 01959 524304. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2011
Events at Otford Methodist Church

Shrove Tuesday 8th March – Fair Feast Quiz
7.30-9.30pm in the Hall
Also – Pancakes, fillings, hot drinks    
Tickets £6 (students £3) from Margaret Digweed (01732 453848) or Doug 
Cracknell (01959 522325) Proceeds to the Methodist Relief and Development 
Fund

Ash Wednesday 9th March – Holy Communion
8 pm in the church
Service of Holy Communion led by Rev Kath Pawlett for the Methodist 
churches at Sevenoaks and Otford and St Bartholomew’s, Otford and anyone 
else who would like to share in it

Friday 11th March – Coffee Morning
10am to 12 noon in the Hall
Coffee morning and sale of Fair Trade produce – Coffee free - everyone 
welcome.

Aromatherapy.
Enjoy a soothing therapeutic Aromatherapy 
Treatment, or the warmth and relaxation of a Hot 
Stone Massage. 
If you feel its too self indulgent, think of it as Body 
Maintenance - a DUTY as well as a pleasure! Gift 
Vouchers are available - why not treat someone for 
Mother's Day, Easter or Birthdays and Anniversaries.

I am a qualified and insured Aromatherapist, and a member of the 
International Federation of Aromatherapists.
Do contact Patsy Groom on 01959 524156 or 07789130273 if you would like 
a treatment."



Dog Fouling
This is still a big problem, which should NOT be a problem at 
all on the pavements in the village, also on the Recreation 
Ground, especially around the new pavilion and on the main 
football pitch. There are plenty of bins available, including 

normal waste bins PLEASE USE THEM  and DO NOT throw the bags into 
the hedgerow. It is very anti social and potentially health threatening not to 
pick up after your dog. If you don’t you risk having to pay a fine of up to a 
maximum of £1,000 or a fixed penalty of £50.
Bags are being thrown into the area of land adjacent to the Otford Station 
Car Park so they end up hanging in the bushes for all to see PLEASE STOP 
THIS NOW, it is extremely unsightly and unsavoury. Put the bags in a bin or 
take them home and dispose of them properly. The Dog Warden and our 
Community Warden are on the lookout and the offender(s) will be fined.

Russell House School
Russell House School will be holding an Open Day for interested 
parents on Saturday 19th March between 9.30am and 12.30pm.

Otford Society AGM
The AGM of the Otford Society will be held on Thursday 31st March at 8pm 
in Otford Village Memorial Hall. The talk will be ‘The Way We Were – 1970’s 
Otford’ by Ed Thompson

Picture of the Month
This month’s picture of Owls is by Betty Cooper. Betty is the organiser of 
the Otford Art Group which meets every Tuesday with like minded people 
who just want to enjoy painting as a hobby and a pastime Please contact 
Doug Dickerson on 01959 524183 if you would be interested in displaying 
your work in the Heritage Centre.

Hospices of Hope
There is now an unwanted goods donation drop off point inside the 
Otford Tea Rooms & Gift Shop, 11a High Street, Otford which is 



open Monday – Friday 10am – 4.30pm and Saturday 10am – 5.00pm. 
The well stocked second hand bookshop contains good quality paperbacks and 
hardbacks, children’s corner and themed displays.
PAPERBACK BOOKS ARE CURRENTLY REQUIRED PLEASE and also they are 
looking for any volunteers to help sort the display items especially on a 
Saturday.

Leeds Castle – Hidden History – Untold Stories
As part of a series of talks hosted by Kent Archives and Local History 
Service the secrets of the castle will be explored with Nic Fulcher the Leeds 
Castle Heritage Manager in the Lecture Theatre at Sessions House, 
Maidstone on Thursday 10th March at 6.30pm. All tickets £3.50 each 
(£2.50 concessions). To book call 01622 694461 or email 
gill.collins@kent.gov.uk

Citizens Advice Bureau Surgery
The next CAB Surgery will take place at School House on Tuesday 5th April
between 10am and 12 noon. No appointment necessary. To contact them at 
Sevenoaks please call 01732 454443.

BT – Scam
Please be aware of this current scam. 

 A resident received a call from a representative of BT, informing 
them that he was disconnecting him because of an unpaid bill. He 
demanded payment immediately of £31 or it would be £118 to 
reconnect at a later date. 

 When the resident asked the callers name he gave a very English 
name of John Peacock with a very African accent and a phone number 
of 0800 0800 152. He obviously realized that the resident did not 
believe his story, so he offered to demonstrate that he was from BT 
and when asked how he would do that he said he would disconnect the 
phone and he did! 

 The phone was dead, no engaged tone, nothing - until he phoned again.
 Very pleased with himself he asked if that was enough proof and 

asked for payment by credit card. (this is what they want your card 
numbers and security code)

 The resident told him he still didn’t believe him and he hung up.



 On dialling 1471 he found that the number was withheld and then he 
tried the 0800 number and this was not recognised and then he rang 
the police and found out that he was not the first!

 How is it done? – for a start he gives you a wrong number for BT it 
should be 0800 800 152 which goes through to BT Business.

 Cutting off the line is very simple, he stays on the line with the mute 
button on and you can’t dial out, but he can hear you trying. When you 
stop trying he cuts off and calls back immediately. You can easily be 
convinced but don’t’ be.

 Remember NEVER give your card details to anybody on the phone who 
you don’t know. Be safe

2011 Census coming to a letterbox near you – Help tomorrow 
take shape

On 27 March 2011 all residential households in the United Kingdom will be 
taking part in a census. Since 1801 a day has been chosen every ten years for 
this purpose (except in 1941 during the war). The census provides an 
excellent source of information about the population. This enables central 
and local government, health authorities and many other organisations to 
identify need for housing, education, health and transport services for years 
to come.
Did you know that supermarkets use census statistics to work out the kind of 
foods they need to sell to keep local communities stocked up with their 
favourites? Water companies use the census data to plan the pipes for clean 
and wastewater – to make sure there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades 
and the police use census data to help communities, putting fire alarms and 
crime prevention measures in specific areas. The benefits are far reaching.
The census statistics also feed into the allocation of funding for local 
authorities and play a major part in identifying need for local services in 
communities, so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as 
possible. When the questionnaire envelope comes through the door you’ll 
easily recognise it by the purple 2011 Census logo. Take care of it. If, like 
many people, you want to complete the questionnaire online, your individual 
internet code is on the front of the questionnaire.
The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall behind – so there is a wide range 
of help options available (such as language guidance booklets, large print 



format, Text Relay and census field staff on hand, as well as online help and 
telephone call centres).
More information about the 2011 Census can be found at: www.census.gov.uk

Planning
The following applications are considered by the Parish 
Council in March. For more information, please contact the 
Parish Clerk or the Head of Development Services, Sevenoaks 
District Council, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, Kent on 01732 
227000

a. New applications
SE/11/00184 18 Tudor Crescent
Erection of two storey rear extension, loft conversion including front and 
rear roof lights and rear solar panels. Demolition of existing garage erection 
of new detached garage. Rendering walls to all house elevations and 
replacement of roof tiles with slates
SE/10/01765 111 Willow Park
Erection of uPVC conservatory to rear of semi-detached property
SE/11/00182 19 Orchard Road
Two storey side extension, rear conservatory and front porch extension with 
pitched roof over (as approved application SE/10/02386/FUL with porch 
extension).
SE/11/00173 11 Hopfield Close
Details pursuant to condition 8 (soft landscaping) of planning permission 
SE/07/02776/FUL. (Amended scheme to previously approved 
08/01837/DETAIL).
SE/11/00213 Sainsbury Petrol Filling Station
Erection of single storey front extension, refurbishment of the
existing petrol filling station kiosk. Re-cladding of the existing forecourt 
canopy, replacement petrol pumps and provision of a rainwater harvesting 
system for the existing car wash.
SE/11/00242 The Bull, High Street
1 No Internally & Externally illuminated sign; 3 No Externally illuminated 
signs; 1 No Internally illuminated sign; 3 No Non illuminated signs 
(retrospective) 



b. Results received
SE/10/02216 14 Telston Lane
Rear single storey extension Allowed
SE/10/03383 13 Warham Road
Construction of single storey rear extension Allowed
Tree Preservation Orders
11/00322/WTCA 3 Bubblestone Road
Remove 1 Fir tree Noted
d. Appeals
SE/10/01207 14 Shinecroft
Retrospective application for fence (modified 2nd application)

Dismissed

Don’t forget that the clocks go forward on
SUNDAY 27TH MARCH

And don’t forget Mother’s Day on SUNDAY 3RD APRIL


