SERVICES AT THE PARISH CHURCH

Sunday in
the 8am 9.30am 5.00pm 6.30pm
Month
Family Worship
FIRST CW HC with children cues BCP Evensong
. - Church Hall - - Choir -
- Choir -
Morning Worship cU@s .
SECOND CW HC - Music Group - - Church Hall - CW HC - Choir
Morning Worship cU@s .
THIRD CW HC - Music Group - - Church Hall - Evensong - Choir
Morning Worship with cU@s _
FOURTH BCP HC Communion - Choir - Church Hall -
. . cU@s Contemplative Service
FIFTH CW HC Matins - Choir - Church Hall - - Music Group -

CW = Common Worship. BCP = Book of Common Prayer. HC = Holy Communion

YOUNG PEOPLE’S FELLOWSHIP every Sunday after Evening Service Sundays
in Church Hall
FROGS 11-14 years, first Sunday of month 6 p.m. in Church Hall
OTT 8-11 years, 9.30 a.m. in Church Hall
except on first and second Sunday when in Church
SUNDAY CLUB 3-7+yrs, 9.30 a.m. in Village Hall
except on first Sunday when in Church

HOLY COMMUNION Weekdays
Every Wednesday 10.00 a.m. (BCP)
Saints Days and Holy Days as announced

If you would like to book a baptism or wedding, please contact Rev. Pat Hopkins.

Saturday morning is usually a good time for routine enquiries at the Vicarage.
Please don’t hesitate to let the Vicar know of anyone who would appreciate a home visit.

Vicar’s rest day: Thursday.

SIDESMEN and WOMEN
Messrs Bailey, Beasley, Brackett, Dunning, Finley, Fleetwood, Grogan, Howie, Ingram, Johnson, Lattimer, Lea,
Matthews, Sherwood, Vigis, Wickham, Wood, Worssam, Wragg, Mrs Ambrose, Mrs Beasley, Mrs Dunning, Mrs
Fleetwood, Mrs Johnston, Mrs Kelsey, Mrs Marchant, Mrs J. Matthews, Mrs Mills, Mrs Richardson, Mrs Speer,
Miss Waites, and Mrs Wood.

PARISH MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS
Mrs Ambrose, Mrs Austin, Mr Beacom, Mrs Chandler, Mrs Cole, Mrs Corson, Mrs Davison, Mrs Fleetwood, Mrs
Garner, Mrs Greener, Mrs Groom, Mr Housden, Mrs Hubbard, Mrs Hubert, Mr Hunt, Mrs Jeremiah, Mrs
Lattimer, Mrs Lawrey, Mrs Malan, Mrs Marchant, Mrs Martin, Mrs Mills, Mrs Parker, Mrs Raines, Mrs Raynor,
Mrs Redding, Mrs Reynolds, Mrs Richardson, Mrs Roffey, Mrs Scantlebury, Mrs Stevens, Mrs Taylor, Mrs
Thomas, Mrs Thompson, Mrs Wills, Mrs Worssam, Mrs Wragg, Mrs Yates.

FEBRUARY 2007

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
3 — 7.30pm ‘Bartholomew’ Wind Band Concert (in Church)
4 — The Fourth Sunday before Lent (Septuagesima)
8.00am Holy Communion (CW)
9.30am  Family Worship with children and Communion (CW)
5.00pm CU@5 (Church Hall)
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6.00pm FROGS (Church Hall)
6.30pm Evensong
Morning Prayer will be said in Church on Mondays and Tuesdays each week
at 8.15am
7.45pm  Homegroup (17 Leonard Avenue)
2.30pm  Homegroup (5 Colets Orchard)
8.00pm  Homegroup (‘Beech Coppice’, London Road, Dunton Green)
9.30am  ‘First Steps’ (Otford Evangelical Free Church)
10.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00pm  Worship Committee (Vicarage)
The Second Sunday before Lent (Sexagesima)
8.00am Holy Communion (CW)
9.30am  Morning Worship and baptism of Katie Williams (CW)
5.00pm CU@5 (Church Hall)
6.30pm  Holy Communion (CW)
7.45pm  Cameo group (50 Well Road)
Material for the March magazine by today, please, to David Matthews,
‘Beech Coppice’, London Road, Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.
10.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
The Sunday next before Lent (Quinquagesima)
8.00am Holy Communion (CW)
9.30am  Morning Worship (CW)
5.00pm CU@5 (Church Hall)
6.30pm Evensong
7.45pm  Homegroup (17 Leonard Avenue)
2.30pm  Homegroup (5 Colets Orchard)
7.30 for 8.00pm Wine and Wisdom Quiz Evening (Church Hall)
Ash Wednesday
9.30am  ‘First Steps’ (Otford Evangelical Free Church)
10.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00pm  Holy Communion for Ash Wednesday (Otford Methodist Church)
8.00pm  Ministry Team meeting (17 Leonard Avenue)
The First Sunday of Lent
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am  Holy Communion (CW)
5.00pm CU@5 (Church Hall)
7.45pm  Focus (17 Leonard Avenue)
8.00pm  Lent Course (Otford Methodist Church)
10.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am  Lent Course (Vicarage)
8.00pm  Project Steering Committee

Some early March dates
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2.00pm  Women’s World Day of Prayer (Otford Methodist Church)

4 — The Second Sunday of Lent

8.00am Holy Communion (CW)

9.30am  Morning Worship with children
5.00pm CU@5 (Church Hall)

6.00pm FROGS (Church Hall)

6.30pm Evensong

* * *



DITORAL

Whose Voice?

Among the lovely presents I received this Christmas was a wooden box labelled
‘Cockburn’s Special Reserve Port’. While I enjoy most kinds of wine, in moderation, my
heart sank: port wine is not a favourite. Upon opening the box, however, I found that it
was not port wine but a wonderful assortment of lavender-scented items, one of my
favourite gifts. Beware judging by outward appearances!

Yet society seems intent on doing just that. The British Association of Aesthetic Plastic
Surgeons reveals a 35% increase in plastic surgery in Britain in 2005. It is reported that
by the age of 13, around two-thirds of girls have already been on a diet; around five per
cent of young girls in the U.K. are estimated to have anorexia. We are continuously
assailed by images of models whose curves and skins have been airbrushed to match
what the advertiser is endeavouring to sell. Male lifestyle and practice is continually
targeted by the sort of junk mail received through our PCs. Such an attitude turns people
into objects and imprisons us all. We live in a world which works hard at condemning
prejudice, not least racial and colour prejudice. It is ironic that prejudice against any
deviation from a so-called perfect form and face receives no such disapprobation.

Think for a moment of your most important relationship and of the person who cares
most about you. Is their love based on your waist measurement? Is their acceptance of
you based on how much you have achieved in your life? These words within the
marriage service remind us of what committed love means: ‘all that I am I give to you,
all that I have I share with you’: in other words, the good, the bad and the ugly all
wrapped up in one delightful parcel. Those vows are followed by an important phrase:
‘within the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit’. As humans we are unable to love
as we truly want to but as we allow God’s love to fill our lives, then all that God is will
naturally overflow into our relationships.

God’s love for us is unconditional. His acceptance of us isn’t based on outward
appearances. The boy David was chosen as King of Israel for one reason only: God
looked not on David’s external appearance but on the inward man. His heart, all that he
was deep down, was what was important, and God knew who he really was. The priest
who anointed him said this: ‘The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man
looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart’.

God loves you as you are. He doesn’t measure your achievements or your earnings. He
doesn’t make special favourites of the good-looking or clever ones. He only has one of
you and he celebrates who you are. He looks on your heart and what, in your best
moments, you want to be. If you want a relationship with him, it will be unique to the
world. It must cause God sadness to see his children striving to attain an impossible ideal,
living to an agenda set by the one whom Jesus described as ‘the father of lies’. One of
Jesus’ titles for himself was ‘the truth’. He gave this promise to his followers down the
ages: ‘You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” So ... to whose voice will
you listen in 2007?

(Revd.) Pat Hopkins



FROM
ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH

‘Bartholomew’ Concert

Do come along and support the youngsters of the
‘Bartholomew’ Wind Band for their annual
concert in church on Saturday 3rd February at
7.30pm.

‘Wine and Wisdom’. This quiz and supper
evening is to be held on Shrove Tuesday, 20th
February, at 7.30 for 8pm in the Church Hall. We
thank the new organising team. If you would like
tickets, individual or group, please contact the
Parish Church Office on 01959 523185 as soon as
possible so that we can cater for the right number.

Lent

This begins on Ash Wednesday, 21st February, and we look forward to
joining our Methodist friends at their church for the service of Holy
Communion on that day at 8pm.
There will be a Lent study course based at the Methodist Church,
beginning on Tuesday 27th February, from 8 to 9.30pm. This will be
repeated from Wednesday 28th February at The Vicarage, from 1lam to
12.15pm. The course is based partly on an audio tape.

The Women’s World Day of Prayer Service for 2007 is to be held on Friday 2nd
March, 2.00pm, at Otford Methodist Church. The theme will be ‘United Under God’s
Tent’ and the speaker will be Jenny Macpherson, Warden of Readers for the Diocese of
Rochester.

Although the service has been prepared by women from Paraguay, it isn’t intended just
for women. EVERYONE is welcome at this ecumenical event.

Quiet Weekend

Church in Society are organising a Quiet Weekend entitled ‘Walking with Praise’. It is to
be held from 9th to 11th March at Minster Abbey, Minster in Thanet, a Benedictine
community. The weekend runs from Friday supper to Sunday lunch. The cost is £90. The
organisers, Jane Winter and David Grimwood, write: ‘During the weekend we explore
the rich diversity of the psalms as we travel through the light and darkness of shared
human experience to discover the wonder of the world made new at Easter. Psalms will
form the themes and rhythm for reflection and worship in the weekend which will
include space, rest and, of course, walking with praise!” A booking deposit of £20 is
requested, payable to ‘Church in Society’, to be sent to ‘Minster Weekend’, 2-3 Bedford
Place, Maidstone, ME16 8JB.

Transporting Children. There are new guidelines regarding safety in transporting
children. If you are transporting children under the age of 12 or 135 cm in height, they
must sit in a booster seat. There is an exemption where ‘unexpected necessity’ is
involved, i.e. very short trips like giving someone a lift home. In all circumstances, the
driver is responsible for the safety of their passengers, and failure to comply could lead to
a fixed penalty or a court hearing with a £500 fine. More information is available from
the website www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk



Care for the Family

This Christian organisation is based in Cardiff, and provides excellent resources for
Christian family life, including conferences for fathers, parent and toddler groups, those
who have lost a partner at a young age, marriage, work and helping children say ‘no’ to
drugs. They organise holidays for single parent families and for one parent and one child.
They publish material on such subjects as eating disorders and postnatal depression and
organise local support groups. Recent publications include ‘Rules of Engagement’ and
‘The Highway Code for Marriage’, on marriage, ‘The Money Secret’, on financial
problems and ‘What every Kid wished their Parents knew’, on teenage relationships.
They publish a quarterly newsletter. Contact them at Farth House, Leon Avenue, Cardiff,
CF15 7RG (029 2081 0800), and their website address is www.careforthefamily.org.uk

News from the building site. The builders have been putting up

ST BART'S the rafters and it will not be long before roof tiling begins.

OTFORD- _ _

BUILDING ON Fundraising news. There will be the opportunity to purchase and
CEls sign a roof tile after the morning service on the first two Sundays

in February. (This will be free for children.)

STOP PRESS: Chevening date changed to Sunday 15th July from Sunday 8th July. On
the 15th we will be holding a Country Fair in the grounds of Chevening House. Events at
Chevening attract several thousand visitors so it will be ‘all hands to the pump’ to
organise about 60 stalls, some exciting attractions and well-organised parking.

Vicki Howie

Please note the following change to the list of church dates for 2007 published in the
January magazine: the Sunday Club and OTT Prize Giving will take place on Sunday 1st
July and not Sunday 8th July.

Advertisers. A number of new advertisers have joined the magazine this month. Please
read through the information they provide and consider whether you can support them.
Please mention this magazine when you contact them.

Kilimanjaro Hiking Challenge for Macmillan Cancer Relief, 16th-25th February 2007
Between 16th and 25th February 2007, Tony Grogan will be joining around 30 other
people aiming to conquer the majestic Mount Kilimanjaro as part of Macmillan’s
Kilimanjaro Hiking Challenge. The 10-day challenge will take them from 1,800m to the
summit at 5,896m, through rainforest, high plateau and glaciers. It promises to be an
extremely testing physical challenge as they will be trekking and camping in remote and
dramatic conditions.

While looking forward to the experience Tony is apprehensive about the final 24 hour
assault on the summit at the high altitude. There is no guarantee that he will make the
top. Please pray that he may endure the hardships, get as far as weather, altitude and
ability will permit and have a safe return.

Currently one million people are living with cancer in the UK. Macmillan Cancer
Relief is working towards the day when everyone will have equal and ready access to the
best information, treatment and care for cancer. The charity funds specialist Macmillan
nurses and doctors, buildings for cancer treatment and care, a whole range of social care,
including grants for patients in financial difficulties, information for people affected by
cancer and health professionals. These services help alleviate fear and make the lives of
people with cancer and their families easier.



Mission Matters

The Sevenoaks Christian Counselling Service, which we support as one of our mission
partners, is driven by their ‘deep Christian commitment to one-to-one help’. It is based at
Christ Church U.R.C. at the corner of Kippington Road and is available to all in need of
counselling, especially those with problems related to bereavement and relationships,
while being staffed by Christians and supported by local churches.

SCCS explains its approach in this way: ‘Since we are all unique individuals, counselling
means different things to different people. It can be about learning to face and deal with
traumatic situations, changing or adjusting to difficult situations or experiencing personal
growth and greater freedom and effectiveness. It is a purposeful relationship in which
one person helps another to help him or herself. It is an activity of listening and
responding, which encourages the person to explore his or her thoughts, feelings and
behaviour to reach clearer self-understanding. These processes can enable people to find
and use their strengths so that they can more effectively manage their lives.’

SCCS is celebrating the opening of their newly extended and refurbished premises on
30th January by the Bishop of Rochester. The following extracts are taken from its
January 2007 Newsletter and not only indicate the current state of the organisation, but
also make links to our own experience in building and planning for the use of our
extension.

Their Chairman, Stephen Scott, writes of his gratitude: ‘Firstly, we want to thank God for
being so faithful to us as we seek to serve our community. We believe it was a vision
from God that inspired those who founded SCCS and we seek to maintain the tradition of
following where God is leading us. We believed it was right to step out in faith when we
launched the development project and we rejoice that the dream has been realised.’

To describe what the new premises are like, Jean Day says: ‘When I first started working
at SCCS I was impressed by the standard of accommodation that the service offered:
well-decorated and furnished rooms in a quiet setting amid the tree tops, up on the first
floor. However, over the years the carpets became worn and the décor looked a little
tired, although the same peaceful atmosphere remained.

When we returned to the enlarged, refurbished premises last September, we were thrilled.
No longer the shortage of space which could mean counselling in the waiting room. No
longer having cold feet in the draughts. No longer sending those who had accompanied a
client to sit in the car to wait.

The sense of peace remains, now in fresh rooms which are warm and draught free. The
wooden spiral staircase seems to contribute something special — maybe symbolically by
its beauty and shape — and we are all getting fitter as we go up and down numerous times
in a day. The staircase is also a good place to meet and many conversations spiral up and
down it. And, of course, the increase in rooms from two to four, gives more flexibility
and possibilities for growth.’

House Groups

The ‘Homesdale’ house group, led by Bill Lattimer, which meets fortnightly on
Tuesdays, has been studying since September Richard Foster’s ‘Celebration of
Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth’. This important and challenging book
concentrates on three sets of disciplines:

the inward disciplines: meditation, prayer, fasting and study

the outward disciplines: simplicity, solitude, submission and service

the corporate disciplines: confession, worship, guidance and celebration



The following extract from the Introduction provides a way into the author’s general
argument:

‘When we despair of gaining inner transformation through human powers of will and
determination, we are open to a wonderful new realisation: inner righteousness is a gift
from God to be graciously received. The needed change within us is God’s work, not
ours. We cannot attain or earn this righteousness of the kingdom of God; it is a grace that
is given.

‘In the book of Romans the apostle Paul goes to great lengths to show that righteous-
ness is a gift of God. He uses the term thirty-five times in this epistle and each time
insists that righteousness is unattained and unattainable through human effort. Happily,
however, there is something we can do. God has given us the Disciplines of the spiritual
life as a means of receiving his grace. The Disciplines allow us to place ourselves before
God so that he can transform us.

‘In this regard it would be proper to speak of ‘the path of disciplined grace’. It is
‘grace’ because it is free; it is ‘disciplined’ because there is something for us to do. In
The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer makes it clear that grace is free, but it is
not cheap. The grace of God is unearned and unearnable, but if we ever expect to grow in
grace, we must pay the price of a consciously chosen course of action which involves
both individual and group life. Spiritual growth is the purpose of the Disciplines.’

Recommended!

'ROUNDABOUT

GUIDE CHRISTMAS POST BOX. Thank you to all those who supported the 2006
Christmas Guide Post Box in Otford Library. Over 1,100 cards were delivered in the
village of Otford by the Brownies and Guides. This raised over £280 which has been
divided between the two charities, Demelza House Children’s Hospice and Spring
House Family Support Centre.

OTFORD AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ‘The Cinque Ports’ will be the
title of a talk to be given by Carol Griffiths on Wednesday February 21st at 8pm in the
Otford Village Hall. Carol, who lives in Otford, is registered as a Blue Badge Guide for
London tourists, and an entertaining evening is promised. Visitors will be welcome to the
meeting, at £1.

OTFORD EVENING WOMEN’S INSTITUTE. Tracing our family history is, for
many of us, a popular activity and members at the January meeting asked our speaker,
Sally Jones, many questions during and after her talk on this subject.

Her interest began some five years ago when she asked her mother, ‘What did your
grandfather do for a living?’ and her fascinating search back through her family tree has
been an all-absorbing interest ever since. She gave us several web sites to use on the
subject of genealogy and members will no doubt be crouched over their computers
‘surfing the net’ from now on!



Valerie Tyler was the winner of the bursary in December and will be attending
Denman College for the first time within the next few months.

Future plans include a visit to the Kent Show in July, our Boot Sale in April (21st) and
running a cake and plant stall at the Village Fete on 28th May. Otford Evening WI are
very much alive and kicking! Brenda Young

SCOTLIGHT

ON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Chairman: Mr John Allen
Parish Clerk: Mrs B. Darby. Tel: Otford 524808

The Precept for the financial year 2007-2008 has been set (in January) and is just
below the rate of inflation. Among the items that will be increased are the budget for the
public toilets, which must rise by £2,000 to £8,000, and a sum of £3,000 to pay for minor
repairs to the new play areas. This is necessary to maintain standards and safety.

The need for adequate reserves has been shown by our experiences with grants. We
still await some large grant payments for work completed months ago — and of course the
contractors involved were paid then.

Potholes in our roads are being exacerbated by the wet weather and this council reports
them (and any other problems) to the County Highways Authority each month. There
seems to be a backlog of work, however, because in many cases the response is ‘awaiting
inspection’.

Ross 154 is a Red Dwarf, and there is a model of this star 12,700 miles away in the
Canterbury Museum in Christchurch, New Zealand. It is the furtherst star in the Otford
model of the solar system that can be represented on earth. It is in scale (1:4.6 billion)
with the rest of the model, about the size of a cricket ball and, being a red dwarf, the
model glows red, with cracks showing the hotter magma underneath. It also slowly
fluctuates in brightness! Beneath it is an explanatory board describing the model in
Otford.

I took the museum two CDs showing some of the solar system model in Otford and the
village itself.

A splendid model that could not be bettered, in a superb museum — all well worth a
visit if you are fortunate enough to be in the area ...

JGA

IN MEMORY

We send our condolences to the family of Arthur John Marchant who died on 21st
December aged 68. His funeral was held at a packed Tunbridge Wells Crematorium on
4th January. Donations in his memory were requested for Kent Air Ambulance and
Hospice in the Weald. Basil, as he was known, was born in Frindsbury, near Rochester,
and his first job was working on a farm. Later he joined the Royal Army Service Corps
and served in Dortmund in Germany. He joined the Kent Ambulance Service in 1966



where he served until early retirement due to ill-health. Basil met his wife Sandra in 1963
and they were married in 1965, celebrating 41 happy years of marriage and celebrating
the birth of three children: Emma, Barbara and Charles. For most of their life together,
the family lived in Old Otford Road. Basil enjoyed holidays, especially caravanning in
the West Country, gardening, bird-watching and fishing, as well as different kinds of
music. Colleagues from the Red Cross and Kent Ambulance Service, as well as son,
Charles, paid tribute to Basil’s thoughtfulness and kindness, his committed and selfless
hard work in often difficult conditions and mentioned his many service awards.

Baptisms (Our Welcome)
7th January Amelie Rose McKean

Wedding (Our Congratulations)
23rd December ~ Timothy Patrick Parker and Jane Ruth Thornhill

Funeral (Our Sympathy)
4th January Arthur John (‘Basil’) Marchant — aged 68 — Cremation
Church Offerings in December
Open Collections for charities and Church expenses.................. £4,898.00
Freewill Offerings ........coceevverieneeniiniiieeiceescecee e £1,168.54

KENTDOWN MUSHROOMS

Seasoned logs cut to size
Ash for open fires
Chestnut for wood stoves

Call the mushroom man — 01474 703164

10



