SERVICES AT THE PARISH CHURCH

Sunday in
the 8am 10.00am 5.00pm 6.30pm
Month
FIRST CW HC Fan}lly Worslnp cu@S Evensong
with children
SECOND CW HC CW Holy Communion cu@s CW Evening Prayer
THIRD CW HC Morning Worship cu@s Evensong
FOURTH BCP HC CW Holy Communion cu@5 CW Evening Prayer
. . _ BCP HC or
FIFTH CW HC Morning Worship cu@s Seasonal option

CW = Common Worship. BCP = Book of Common Prayer. HC = Holy Communion

Sunday Mornings
SUNDAY CLUB (for ages 3-14) with three groups:

Junior (3-7); Middle (8-11); Senior (12-14)
all meet in the Church Centre during the 9.30 a.m. service, except on first Sunday when
in Church.
CRECHE: 0-2 years (every Sunday)
Sunday Evenings
YOUNG PEOPLE’S FELLOWSHIP every Sunday evening during term time in the
Church Centre at 6.30 p.m. (except the first Sunday)

FROGS: 11-14 years, first Sunday of month 6 p.m. in Church Hall

Weekdays
HOLY COMMUNION

Every Wednesday 10.00 a.m. (BCP)
Saints Days and Holy Days as announced

If you would like to book a baptism or wedding, please contact the Parish Church Office.

VICAR’S REST DAY: Monday

May 2009

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
1 - Morning Prayer will be said in Church on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
each week at 9.00 a.m.
2 - 9.30 am. Churchyard Working Party
3.30 p.m. Kent County Association of Change Ringers:
District Striking Competition
3 - The Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
10.00 a.m. Church Family Worship and baptism of Andrew Simmons
12 noon  Baptism of Elias Mines
5.00 p.m. cu@S5 (Church Centre)
6.00 p.m. FROGS (Church Hall)
6.30 p.m. Evensong
4 - Bank Holiday
11.00 am. Fun Day in the Church Centre and games, etc.
5 - 8.00 p.m. Revs and Readers meeting (Vicarage)
6 - 9.30am. ‘First Steps’ (Otford Methodist Hall)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00 p.m. PCC Meeting (Church Centre)
7 - 2.30p.m. Homegroup (5 Colets Orchard)
7.15 p.m. Confirmation Group (Vicarage)
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1.30 p.m. Wedding of Richard Taplin and Sarah Denny
The Fifth Sunday of Easter: Christian Aid Week
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
5.00 p.m. cu@S5 (Church Centre)
6.30 p.m. Sevenoaks Christian Aid Week Commissioning Service (Speaker:
Sarah Philby, Christian Aid Communications Officer for Africa)
7.45 p.m. Cameo group (17 Leonard Avenue)
8.00 p.m. Mission Committee (‘Beech Coppice’, London Road, Dunton Green)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) followed by coffee
June magazine material by today, to David Matthews, ‘Beech Coppice’,
London Road, Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. matthews.dg@lineone.net
7.15 p.m. Confirmation Group (Vicarage)
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
10.00 a.m. Confirmation Service (The Bishop of Tonbridge)
5.00 p.m. cu@S5 (Church Centre)
6.30 p.m. Evensong
7.45 p.m. Homegroup (17 Leonard Avenue)
9.30 a.m. ‘First Steps’ (Otford Methodist Hall)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
Ascension Day
2.30 p.m. Homegroup (5 Colets Orchard)
8.00 p.m. Holy Communion (CW)
8.00 p.m. Sevenoaks Christian Counselling Service Annual Open Meeting
(St. Mary, Kippington)
The Sunday after Ascension
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
5.00 p.m. cu@5 (Church Centre)
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (CW)
Spring Bank Holiday: Village Fete
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) followed by coftee
3.30 p.m. Wedding of John Wood and Sarah Harper
Pentecost/Whit Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
10.00 a.m. Morning Worship (CW)
12 noon  Baptism of Ross Aaron Hendry and Grace Olivia Howe
12.30 p.m. Bring and Share Lunch (further details in ‘From St Bart’s’)
5.00 p.m. cu@5 (Church Centre)
6.30 p.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

Some early June dates
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7.45 p.m. Homegroup (17 Leonard Avenue)
9.30 a.m. ‘First Steps’ (Otford Methodist Hall)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00 p.m. Deanery Synod (Borough Green
2.30 p.m. Homegroup (5 Colets Orchard)
9.30 a.m. Churchyard Working Party
Trinity Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)
10.00 a.m. Civic Service
5.00 p.m. cu@S5 (Church Centre)
6.00 p.m. FROGS (Church Hall)
6.30 p.m. Evensong
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Dear Friends,

Earlier this year an advertising campaign was run on London buses with the words:
“There’s probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your life.” This campaign
generated considerable press coverage and a lively national debate.

What I found very interesting was the message behind the message. Read the slogan
again and ask yourself, “What is the image of God behind this statement?” I would
suggest it carries the implication that if God does exist he is, at best, a spoilsport, and at
worst he is a tyrant. The image of God that is being conveyed here is one that is a cause
not only of worry, but also anxiety and fear.

This raises the vital question, “What is our image of God?” Whatever it is, our image of
God will have a fundamental impact on how we relate to him. Our image of God will
also colour our view of the Church and how we relate to those around us.

One of the great privileges I have as a Vicar is the opportunity to listen to other people’s
stories of faith, of formative influences in their lives, and their perception of God. At first
this can be on a superficial level of stereotypical images, such as those favoured by
cartoonists, with God being pictured as an old man with a white beard sitting on a cloud.
But as I listen more carefully, I discover that spirituality is deep-wired into all of us.
When we endeavour to speak openly and honestly about God, setting aside the flippant
images, it is often hard to find the words to express our thoughts. Many people are aware
of the presence of God, and also of his personal nature. Many speak of God in terms of
seeking his loving protection for their loved ones and themselves. A recurring theme is
the discovery of God’s peace and guidance transcending our own resources.

Sometimes I come across those who find talk about God uncomfortable and present this
in statements of unbelief. This may be because deep down, and only partly
acknowledged, they have an image of God as a tyrant. In such cases I am reminded of a
wise Christian who would say, “Tell me about the God you don’t believe in. I probably
don’t believe in him either.”

So what is our image of God? Can we go beyond the general sense of a benign presence?
Can we set aside vindictive and vengeful images? Can we have confidence in an
understanding of God that isn’t simply a project of our own desires or fears? Where do
we begin?

A good starting point is Jesus himself. St. Paul says of Jesus, “He is the image of the
invisible God.” (Colossians 1:15) If we want to know what God is like, then we can
begin by looking at Jesus. What I find fascinating is the way Jesus turned existing
preconceptions of God on their head. The religious authorities of the day had a clear idea
of who was in and who was out; Jesus dismantled these distinctions by deliberately
welcoming the outcastes and the “unclean”. Many saw God in terms of a distant, even
unapproachable, being; Jesus taught his followers to pray to God as “Father”. Many saw
God in terms of a powerful military leader; Jesus followed the path of vulnerable love.

It is true that the Bible presents us with different images of God, and that over the
centuries followers of Jesus have sought to portray him in different ways, so a vital
question for us to ask ourselves is “What are the key passages about Jesus that help us to
interpret all the others?” In this context, I was very encouraged to hear the response of
Nick Cuthbert who will be leading Hopefest later this year. For Nick, a turning point in
his life was when he was invited by a friend to listen to David McKinnis who spoke
about the story of the Prodigal Son. In this famous parable of Jesus, the overriding image
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continued from page 4

of God is not as a harsh taskmaster, but as a loving father who runs to meet the son who
has wandered astray. The clear message is that God loves each of us and comes to meet
us. Nick went on to say, “The Gospel is always good news”. This is a very different
message from the image of God behind the bus campaign. A key task that Nick Cuthbert
will be helping us in is to address unhelpful preconceptions of God and to proclaim the
good news that God is calling each of us into a relationship with him. Paradoxically, in
terms of the bus posters, it is not in the absence of God, but in this relationship with him
that we will truly be able to enjoy life, and live it to the full.

Your friend and Vicar,

Richard Worssam.

FROM
ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH

Change of the Mid-Morning Service Time
and Monthly Pattern of Services from May
onwards

After weighing up various factors, the January
meeting of the PCC resolved that as from the
first Sunday of May the timing of the mid-
morning service will revert to 10.00 a.m.

Also, there will be a slight change in the
service pattern: the communion service held
on the second Sunday of the month will now
be celebrated at the mid-morning service
rather than the evening service. At 6.30 pm

the service will instead be Evening Prayer.

This will mean that at the 10 a.m. service there will be an alternating pattern of Church
Family / Morning Worship (1 & 3" Sundays) with Holy Communion (2™ & 4"
Sundaysg. At the 6.30 p.m. service there will be an alternating pattern of choral Evensong
(1* & 3™ Sundays) with said Evening Prayer (2™ & 4™ Sundays). The 8 a.m. service will
retain its current pattern of Holy Communion.

Churchyard Working Party: Saturday 2™ May. Anyone able to support the regular
team will be most welcome at 9.30 a.m., together with any useful tools - and even skills!

Christian Aid Week begins on Sunday 10™ May. This year we have the privilege of
hosting the Christian Aid Week Commissioning Service at 6.30 p.m., attended by
churches from across the district. The guest speaker will be Sarah Philby, the Christian
Aid Communications Officer for Africa.

Christian Aid Collection We hope you will be kind and generous to those who give up
time to deliver and then collect envelopes on behalf of Christian Aid, which gives us all
an opportunity to give to those less fortunate than ourselves. We are grateful to our
magazine distributors for undertaking this task. Please let Mr. Colin Fleetwood,
‘Lorien’, St. Michael’s Drive, Otford, have the filled envelopes, or leave them in the
Parish Church Office. .



Members of Otford Methodist Church will be collecting in the following roads:
Broughton Road, Colets Orchard, Coombe Road, Great Till Close, The Green, High
Street, Leonard Avenue, Pilgrims Way West, Sevenoaks Road, Station Road, Twitton
Meadows and Warham Road. Magazine distributors will not need to take envelopes to
deliver in these roads. Thank you.

Confirmation Service: Sunday 17th May at 10.00 a.m. This special service will be
conducted by The Bishop of Tonbridge, the Rt. Revd. Brian Castle. Please pray for those
to be confirmed: James and Julie Wall, Chloe Bailey, Susanna Bratby, Amy McDowell,
Ed Torry, Jessica and Harry Wandless, and Matthew Worssam.

Ascension Day —Thursday 21% May — Holy Communion at 8.00 p.m. Ascension Day is
one of the principal festivals in the Christian Calendar. At Christmas we celebrate Jesus
coming from heaven and being born as a baby amongst us; at Ascension we celebrate
Jesus’ return to heaven in his exalted state as Lord of all.

Bring and Share Lunch for Whitsun — Sunday 31* May — 12.45 p.m. for 1 p.m. You
are warmly invited to join us for a bring and share lunch on this special day as we
celebrate the birthday of the Church with the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. . If your
surname begins with the letters A-G please bring a salad; H-P a main course; R-Z a
pudding.

Civic Service. The date for this has been changed and the service will take place in St.
Bartholomew’s Church on Sunday, 7" June at 10.00 a.m.

Dates for your Diary. This year, FEBA Sunday will take place on Sunday 20"
September and Bible Sunday on 25™ October.

St Bartholomew’s Fair: Saturday 20th June 2009 at 2.00 p.m. Once again, the Church
Fair will be held in the grounds of Castle House and there will be the usual array of stalls
and attractions. If you are able to help in any way, please contact Colin Fleetwood
(523582) or Margie Torry (524463), who will be delighted to hear from you.

NN T
RN

- ] 1
“Oh, I wouldn’t want to go to Skegness — it’s so windy, wet and cold!” This is what we
were told several times before we went to Skegness this year for Spring Harvest.
However, the weather was lovely — we had sunshine everyday except the last. 27
members of St. Bartholomew’s made the trek, with more children than adults, to Butlins,
Skegness.

We had 6 days of good, challenging teaching, lively worship and great fun on the
dodgems, silly-golf and all the many other activities. Most nights almost everyone was
out at the variety of after-hours entertainment until midnight. This year’s theme was
about being Jesus’ apprentices. We have been challenged individually, as a church group
and also in our job situations.

We also celebrated Helena Fothergill’s 16th birthday while there — Happy Birthday,
again, Helena!

If you are interested in finding out more, with no strings attached, please visit the Spring
Harvest website — www.springharvest.org - or speak to any of the following who went
this year (we have to book in June for next year): the Hangar family, the Hunt family, the
Southgate family, the Torry family, the Vigis family, Dawn Hallam, Liz Cole, Donna and
Matt Worssam, Helena and Ed Fothergill, Tom Mann.

Mags Southgate


http://www.springharvest.org/

2009 Romania Hiking Challenge for Macmillan Cancer Support, 14™ - 19™
September This year I shall be putting on my hiking boots again and joining around 60
people trekking through the remote Carpathian Mountains as part of Macmillan’s
Romanian Hiking Challenge. The six day challenge will take us through mountain
passes, steep valleys and mediaeval villages and its purpose is to raise money for
Macmillan Cancer Support. I have already paid towards my fare and have to raise a
minimum of £2,300 to take part in the event, of which at least 60% will directly benefit
the charity. I hope to raise much more than this and ask if you will consider sponsoring
me. If you are able to support me, please make the cheque payable to Macmillan Cancer
Support and send it to me at home: 93, Willow Park, Otford, Kent. TN14 5NF or contact
me on 01959 523649 or via tony. grogan@homecall.co.uk . Tony Grogan

IN MEMORY OF DAVID TOWNE

The Towne family were all present on Easter Sunday for the Dedication of the Pascal
Candle and Oak stand memory of David Towne. Jenny writes, 'I just want to thank the
Vicar, Richard, for taking the initiative in purchasing this beautiful Pascal Candle and
oak stand in memory of David. I do believe he helped to shed the light of Christ during
his twelve very happy years at Otford so a candle is appropriate. He would also have
been so pleased to see lots of new faces in the Church, which is a tribute to the ministry
of Pat Hopkins and Richard and Donna.

Memories of Sebastion Sparrow and his wife, Lavinia (she with the fluttering eye lashes),
will ring a chord will the older members, while their grandchildren are still around in the
Church-yard, although I doubt they will go to London and have tea with the Queen!!

We came to Otford with two teen-agers and left as grand-parents so watch out Richard &
Donna! Seriously, though, what a wonderful YPF- the next generation of those of twenty
years ago.

I do pray that God will richly bless all the work undertaken at St.Bart's and that more will
come to a personal faith in the Lord Jesus

With my love, Jenny McMillan.”

* * * * *
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CHIDDINGSTONE CASTLE: FUN IN MAY. On 4th May, families can enjoy
“Creepy Crawlies at the Castle” starting at 11am, when children can enjoy experimenting
with their creative skills as they make bugs, snakes and frogs! On 25th May, the Castle
hosts another themed activity day: “Get your hands dirty with the Victorians!” Dress up
in costumes and take part in activities, including making sugar mice, hair curling with
rags and drawing silhouettes. On Thursday 28 May the Castle will be taken over by
Jurassic park as children enjoy an afternoon of “Crafty Stories: discover the Dinosaurs!”
From 2-5 pm children will be able to bring these ancient creatures back to life as they
design and create their own dinosaurs to take home.

On the 4th and 25th May activity days, the Castle will be hosting birds of prey with
Static Owls and visitors will have the chance to talk to owl expert Rosemarie Sumner
about her collection of beautiful owls. There will be the opportunity to see these beautiful
birds close up as well as hold them and have their picture taken with them. The owls



include a rare Black Barn Owl, 2 British Barn Owls, an Indian Scoops Owl, a White
Faced Scoops Owl, an African Spotted Eagle Owl, a Rufous Legged and Asian Brown
Wood Owl.

Chiddingstone Castle is now hosting new farmer’s markets, which are being held in the
Castle grounds on the 3rd Sunday of every month. The farmers markets will be open
from 10am until 1pm and confirmed dates are 17th May and 21st June. They will
continue from 21 June on the 3rd Sunday of every month.

For more information about the castle, its events and family pass please visit
www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk or tel: 01892 870347

OTFORD GARDENERS’ SOCIETY. The next lecture will take
place on Tuesday 5th May, when Dave Spencer, national and
international dahlia expert, will talk on ‘Dahlias.” Dahlia plants
will be on sale. On 25" May, our members will supply a plant stall
at the Otford Village May Bank Holiday Fete, which will take
place on the Otford Recreation Ground from 1 pm onwards. For
details of all events please contact the Society Secretary, Janet
Finney on 01959 523760, or e-mail gardeners@otford.net or visit our website
www.otford.info/gardeners.

OTFORD AFTERNOON W.I. We meet on the second Tuesday in the month in the
Otford Village Memorial Hall at 2 p.m. We have a great variety of speakers and other
interesting activities. On 12" May, the meeting will consider the 2009 resolutions and
enjoy Barbara Darby’s videos. Our publicity contact is Joyce Shaw 01959 522736 -
joyce.shaw(@otford.net.

OTFORD EVENING W.L We celebrated the Institute’s 50"
birthday at our April meeting and the hall was aglitter with gold —
balloons, gold raffle prizes and each member wore something gold
on her person.. Before being served with our meal we stood and
raised our glasses to toast Otford Evening WI- long may she
continue to flourish.. Surrounding the lovely 50th birthday cake
made by Heather Porter were photographs of previous birthdays’
celebrations together with cards, and a message no less from the National Chairman Fay
Mansell.

Our speaker was the amusing and entertaining Maurice Tripp who gave us a brief insight
into the reasons for his love of amateur dramatics and his close involvement with the
Geoffrey Whitworth theatre at Crayford. Maurice drew the name of the winner of the
Denman Bursary and it was a member who has been putting her name optimistically in
the “hat” for the past 38 years and who incidentally writes this report — I was delighted!
Our next meeting is on 14™ May at 7.30pm when we shall hear more background
information concerning the Resolution to be discussed at the Albert Hall in June.

Brenda Young

THE KEMSING SINGERS annual Spring Concert is entitled ‘Madrigals to Musicals’,
consisting of a varied and tuneful programme of words and music, to be presented in St.
Edith’s Hall, Kemsing on Saturday 16™ May at 8pm. The Choir will be directed by Len
Ross and accompanied by Edwin Davis. Tickets at only £6, £5 concessions and £4 for
children will be available from Box Office — 01959 523752, or at the door.

OTFORD OAST W.I. — ‘a modern voice for women.” The next meeting will take place
on Thursday 21% May from 9.30 — 11.30 a.m. in the Otford Village Memorial Hall when
we will be discussing and voting on this year’s WI resolutions. There is a free créche at
every meeting. The first visit is free, second visit £3 and annual membership £29.
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Tea/coffee costs 50p. Bring a friend! Other regular activities include a book club, local
walks and knitting. Patsy Groom 01959 524156

SEVENOAKS CHRISTIAN COUNSELLING SERVICE The Annual Open Meeting
2009 will take place on Thursday 21st May at 8 p.m. at the Kippington Road Centre
when Professor Brian Thorne, Emeritus Professor of Counselling at the University of
East Anglia, a Lay Canon of Norwich Cathedral and currently Chairman of the Friends of
Julian of Norwich, will speak on ‘Spiritual Discipline in Helping Relationships.’

OTFORD VILLAGE FETE: Bank Holiday Monday 25th May. The
g procession will leave Hale Lane at 12 noon and travel through the
sl village, around the pond and into the Recreation Ground in
the High Street. Entrance fee to the Fete will be £1.00 (under 14s free).
Proceeds from this event go to local organisations. Activities include a
dog show run by Elands Veterinary Clinic; non-stop live music; a darts
competition; a range of activities organised by Playspace, including a
Teddy Bears' Picnic (bring your own teddy and enter our competition),
t-shirt designing and badge making. Enjoy delicious BBQ delights
2009-F supplied by the Scouts and afternoon teasin the Methodist and
009 - (ID'E(ISQ Memorial Hall whilst you listen to Alex Banks singing a range of
Sinatra classics. Of course, all the usual village stalls will be there running activities and
selling goods, including cakes and plants. For more information, visit our website
www.otford.info/villagefete or contact Andrea Pinto on 01959 525623

Otford Village Fete
b Sy 2, W

SEVENOAKS EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD. The next meeting

m will take place in the Village Memorial Hall on Saturday 30" May,

Sevenoaks when there will be an all-day workshop by Kathleen Laurel Sage,

Embroiderers and also mini-workshops run by members. Morning sessions begin

i Galld at 10 a.m. and afternoons at 2 p.m. and more information can be
obtained from Sylvia Grafton on 01732 452117.

SCOTLIGHT

ON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Chairman: Mr John Allen
Parish Clerk: Mrs B. Darby. Tel: Otford 524808

The pond has featured in several Newspapers in the past few weeks. The parish council
has not sought this publicity but responded to queries from the papers to make it clear
that Otford cares greatly about the pond and all its environment, and has taken
appropriate action, though, inadvertently in this case, not within the planning
framework, to maintain this important heritage asset in the correct manner.

The stones that made up the facing have been repaired or rebuilt more than once in the
last hundred years or so, and we now have to repeat this process because the materials
and original method of construction were incapable of keeping it secure for more than a
few decades. The English Heritage document on "Conservation...", available on the web,
recognises that this process is necessary in some cases. The parish council wants to
reconstruct the facing this time so it lasts longer than before, holds water securely and is
safe for visitors. Several people have come forward recently to provide further details
about the pond, and these were interesting and helpful.

Speed and safety on our roads. All roads in Kent are in the process of having their speed
restrictions reviewed. The work us being done in three sections and our district will be in
the last. A review of our roads is intended in the financial year 2010/1, with the work on
alterations in the next financial year and the results considered the following year
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(2012/13). The whole process depends on available finance and that is uncertain at the
moment, but the parish council should be informed when the review starts here.

Traffic levels and road systems change, and speed limits may require adjustment, but the
aim is to produce uniform speed standards over Kent, within national guidelines.

The County Highways Department is inevitably always under pressure to lower speed
limits but  have heard it stated that the only uniform, independent and verifiable standard
they can use are the police statistics on serious accidents and deaths. Nobody has come
up with an alternative.

"Drains" in Otford It is now realised, after many complaints, that the drains/gullies in
the High Street, Station Road and Pilgrims Way, East and West, are deficient in many
ways, and this whole area is due to be examined and improved by the Highways
Department. No date has been given for the work and it is, of course, dependent on
available finance.

The parish council has pointed out that some roads and lanes joining those under review
have similar or worse problems, and add to the water that flows along the ones to be
examined. There are many springs in Otford and their precise location is rarely known,
although we see the output each winter!

Public toilets It seems that at last we have contractor who can repair the doors so they are
reasonably vandal proof, at a cost that is reasonable. There is other repair and decoration
work to be done but they should be finished shortly.
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Baptism (Our Welcome)
29" March  Sienna Gratwick

Church Offerings in March
Open Collections for charities and Church expenses ................ £ 1,177.46
Freewill Offerings ..........coveoviiiiiiiiiiiini e £ 8,945.00

WINDOW CLEANING
Trustworthy, thorough and reliable

Craig Lewis: 07772 830798
e-mail: craig_lewis@live.co.uk
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